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My Master Thesis 1988  
at the University of Georgia, USA 
“Parsing German – The Problem of Separable Prefix Verbs” 
 
•  Programming language Prolog – no longer used in 

Language Technology  

•  Master Thesis  

•  written in WordPerfect – no longer readable  

•  still available in print ☺ 

•  converted to HTML  still readable ☺ 

26.11.15 Martin Volk Page 2 



Institute of Computational Linguistics 

Importance of Open Data Formats 
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XML 

HTML 

LaTeX 

MS Word 
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Data vs. Software 

•  Software systems are elusive. 
•  Therefore we need  

•  to store the data and 

•  to document their meaning … which means 

•  to add meta data 

•  to include the annotation / coding guidelines 

•  to link the data to open repositories 
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aus: Die ALPEN, 1953 
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aus: Die ALPEN, 1953 
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Linking Different Text Versions 

•  Different text versions over time 
•  Different text versions for different media 

•  Different text versions across languages 
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taken from: 
Credit Suisse News 
and 
Credit Suisse Bulletin  
(3, 2015) 
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Recommendations 

•  Take good care of your data 
•  Use open data formats 

•  Add rich meta data 

•  Include annotation guidelines 

•  Link to standard repositories 

•  Link between different text versions 

•  Don’t worry much about software  
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Recommendations 2.0 

•  Let people contribute to your data and to your 
annotations. 

 Crowd Sourcing 

 Citizen Science 

 Science 2.0 
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The Lesson 

  Offer an interesting task and 
+ Provide a good online tool and 

+ Give appropriate feedback and 
recognition 

------------------------------------------------ 

= THEN the crowd / people / citizens are 
willing to help in amazing ways. 
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